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Building a Birdhouse: A Step-by-Step 
DIY Process

o add charm to your yard, encourage local 
wildlife and give you a front-row seat to nature, 
building a birdhouse is a simple weekend proj-

ect that checks all of those boxes. 

Seasoned DIYers and first-timers alike can follow this 
step-by-step guide to create a functional, welcoming 
birdhouse.

Step 1: Choose the Right Design
Start by deciding what type of birds you’d like to 
attract. Different birds prefer different house sizes and 
entrance types. A simple, classic birdhouse design 
makes the project beginner-friendly and works well for 
common backyard birds like wrens, chickadees and 
bluebirds. In general, plan for at least a 1-1 2/2-inch 
entrance hole, a 5-by-5-inch interior space and 2 inch-
es or more of roof overhang.

Step 2: Gather Materials and Tools
Most DIY birdhouses can be built with basic materials 
and tools you may already have at home, including 
untreated cedar or pine wood, screws or nails, wood 
glue, sandpaper and exterior-safe paint as well as a 
measuring tape, pencil, saw and drill.

Step 3: Measure and Cut Wood
Measure and cut wood to make the front panel, back 
panel, two side panels, floor and roof. Then sand all 
edges for smooth assembly.
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Step 4: Drill Holes
Using a hole-saw bit, drill the entrance hole into 
the front panel. Position it a few inches below the 
roofline to keep predators out. Next, drill 2-3 small 
drainage holes in the floor piece to prevent water 
buildup and help keep the birdhouse dry.

Step 5: Assemble the Birdhouse
Attach the side panels to the back panel using 
screws or nails. Add the front panel then secure 
the floor piece, slightly recessed, so rainwater can 
drain. Attach the roof last, making sure it slopes 
slightly to allow water to run off.

Step 6: Paint the Exterior
If you plan to paint your birdhouse, stick to neutral, 
nature-inspired colors. Light browns, soft greens or 
white help regulate temperature and blend into the 
environment.

Step 7: Mount Your Birdhouse
Once dry, place your birdhouse in a quiet, sheltered 
spot away from heavy foot traffic. Mount or hang it 
5-10 feet off the ground, facing away from prevailing 
winds.

Visit eLivingtoday.com for more DIY project inspira-
tion.


