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Dr. Olivas, who flew as a 
mission specialist on two 
space shuttle flights in his 
12-year astronaut career, 
is part of 100 former 
astronauts of Astronauts 
For America. The retired 
astronauts are visiting 
college campuses across 
the country over four mont-
hs, encouraging young 
Americans to register, 
vote, and become lifelong 
participants in our constitu-
tional democracy. EPCC is 
one of only two community 
colleges on the list which 
includes the University of 
Southern California, the 
University of Michigan and 
San Diego State Univer-
sity.
 
The astronauts’ goal is to 
have real conversations 
about voting, democracy 
and the individual and 
collective power students 
can have.

During his twelve-year 
career with NASA, Olivas 
was a Mission Specialist 
and veteran of two space 
flights, STS-117 and 
STS-128.  He completed 
five spacewalks, including 
his on-orbit repair to the 
external thermal protection 
system of the Space Shutt-
le. He is a recipient of two 
NASA Space Flight Medals 
and the NASA Exceptional 
Service and Exceptional 
Achievement Medals. 
Born in Los Angeles but 
raised in El Paso, Olivas 
graduated from Burges 
High School and UTEP in 
1989. Olivas and his wife, 
Marie, launched the Space 
for Everyone Foundation 
in 2020 to help immigrant 
families with their health 
and well-being. Olivas is 
the descendent of immi-
grants from the state of 
Chihuahua in Mexico.

Astronauts For America 
is a nonpartisan, 501(C)
(3) nonprofit organizati-
on founded by over 100 
former NASA astronauts 
dedicated to defending the 
U.S. Constitution, restoring 
public trust in democratic 
institutions, and promoting 
evidence-based, data-dri-
ven leadership.

‘VOTE FOR 
FREEDOM’...


